
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 16 (Part 1)
This is a very important chapter.  It is going to describe with vivid and terrifying detail an understandable expression of God’s 
judgment upon the earth and specifically upon humans.  This judgment upon humanity is what is called the “wrath of God.” The 
word “wrath” is the Greek word thumos which describes passionate anger.  This is not because God is temperamental. This is 
because the rebellion of men and women against their creator.  God clearly informed Adam and Eve that the consequence of their 
sin would be death.  He has communicated this reality to every person who has ever lived - through his word, his prophets, the 
gospel, the creation, and the conscience that he hardwired within the human heart.  Yet humans have freely chosen to turn away 
from God.  Even so, God sent his son to take on the penalty of humanity’s sin for every person - if you put your faith in Jesus 
Christ, God accepts the punishment Jesus received as a complete satisfaction of the punishment you, a sinner, owes. 

1 Thessalonians 5:9-10 - For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him.

But not all have faith. Not all accept God’s love. Not all want to forsake this world. Not all receive grace.  And so a judgment 
day remains for those who do not cling fast to Christ’s work on their behalf.   And so in Revelation 16 we read of the final and 
just wrath of God

Objective for this week: break down the seven bowls and compare them with Egyptian judgments.

ESV Study Bible: “The first four 
bowls inflict plagues on the same 
spheres as the first four trumpets 
(Revelation 8:7–12): earth, sea, 
rivers and springs, and sun. The 
trumpet judgments were limited to 
one-third of each sphere (see also 
Revelation 9:4–5, 18), but the 
destruction poured out from the 
bowls is total.”

The bowls are being poured out on 
the creation, but the effects of the 
creation are the destruction and 
judgment upon unrepentant humans.

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/


Revelation 16:2 - First Bowl: “poured on the earth”. Result: Loathsome, malignant sore on the people who had the mark of the 
beast and who worshipped him image.

Egyptian Connection: 6th Plague: painful sores

Revelation 16:3 - Second Bowl: “poured out into the sea”. Result: Sea became like the blood of a dead man. Every living thing in 
the sea dies.

Egyptian Connection: 1st Plague: Waters of the Nile turned to blood.

Revelation 16:4 - Third Bowl: “poured into the rivers and springs of water”.  Result: the sources of drinking water (as opposed to 
the sea) become blood.

Egyptian Connection: 1st Plague: Waters of the Nile turned to blood.

Revelation 16:5-7 - Remarks by the angel and the altar.

Revelation 6:9-10 - When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had 
been slain because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which they had maintained; 10 and they 
cried out with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from judging and 
avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?"

Revelation 6:11 - And there was given to each of them a white robe; and they were told that they should rest 
for a little while longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brethren who were to be killed 
even as they had been, would be completed also.

Revelation 16:6 - “they deserve it” - Greek word axios (514) which is most often translated “worthy”. This is the word 
used of God (Rev. 4:11) and Christ (Rev. 5:9, 12) being “worthy” of glory and honor etc. In this case the angel declares 
that those who have opposed and killed God’s people are “worthy” to receive judgment.  The voices from the altar agree: 
“Yes LORD God Almighty, your judgments are true and just” (NLT)

Revelation 16:8-9 - Fourth Bowl: “poured out upon the sun.” Result: The sun scorches men with fire, fierce heat.

The people being judged now express their anger towards God and they “blasphemed His name” (v. 9, 11 & 21 this is repeated)

Revelation 16:10-11 - Fifth Bowl: “poured out on the throne of the beast”. Result: the beast’s kingdom becomes darkened and 
“they” (likely referring to the subjects of that kingdom) gnawed on their tongues because of the pain.  And yet, they continue to 
“blaspheme.”
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Egyptian Connection: 9th Plague: Sun turned to darkness. In contrast to the darkening of the sun in the plagues of Egypt, this 
plague intensifies the sun so that it burns.  Also, mindful of the Egyptian plagues, language used here is that the kingdom of 
the beast is darkened as a result of this bowl

Revelation 16:12-16 - Sixth Bowl: “poured out on the great river Euphrates”. Result: Water dried up so that river’s pathways 
could be used as a travel route.  In addition, at the 6th bowl, some ominous things are seen. More on that in a moment.

Commentators note that the Euphrates River was significant for its protective boundary for the empires that ruled in 
that region throughout history.  The ESV Study Bible notes that “the great river Euphrates, ancient Babylon foolishly 
relied for defense (Isa. 44:27-28; Jer. 50:38; 51:36). The Euphrates was also the eastern boundary of the Roman Empire, 
and it kept the Parthians out.” (ESV Study Bible Note, Revelation 16:12-14).  If in the book of Revelation, Babylon is 
symbolic of the evil and fallen human system of this world, then the imagery of the drying up of the Euphrates could 
also indicate the supposed spiritual defense and barrier that this evil age uses to keep itself strong is drying up as the 
wrath of God comes.

With the Euphrates dried up, Babylon’s 
defensive help and protective boundary is 
removed.  This section foreshadows an 
important and final battle that is 
coming.  Now with the river dried, it will 
serve as a direct pathway for the “kings 
from the east” to bring their armies to 
the battlefield.  This battle will 
intersect in a place called “Har 
Magedon” (aka Armageddon).  This word is 
well known while at the same time the 
meaning is not well known.  We will 
discuss Har-Magedon/Armageddon next 
time, but for now it is helpful to know 
that this is a place.

The dragon (the devil), the 
beast, and the false prophet have unclean spirits which come out of their mouths which appear to look like frogs. John 
tells us that these three unclean spirits/frogs are demonic spirits which are going to deceivingly influence the “kings of 
the whole world”, resulting in their gathering for something called “the war of the great day of God, the Almighty”.

In scripture, something coming out of a mouth is often associated with the words and authority of that person (think of 
the sword coming out of Jesus’ mouth).  In other words, these demons are moving at the direct command of the devil.

Egyptian Connection: Second Plague: Frogs swarm the land.
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Revelation 16:15 - Jesus Speaks

Right in the middle of this chapter, Jesus speaks to his church.  He says: “blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his 
clothes”.  Why does he say this?  Well, we might be tempted to look away at this information - it’s troubling and frightening!  
But Jesus doesn’t want us to look away or ignore it or “think happy thoughts”.  He wants us to keep our eyes open and see and 
know and understand these things.

And in light of seeing them, he wants us to be awake and alert - “dressed”. It brings to mind something Jesus taught from the 
gospels:

Luke 12:35-40 - "Be dressed in readiness, and keep your lamps lit.  36 "Be like men who are waiting for their master 
when he returns from the wedding feast, so that they may immediately open the door to him when he comes and knocks. 
37 "Blessed are those slaves whom the master will find on the alert when he comes; truly I say to you, that he will 
gird himself to serve, and have them recline at the table, and will come up and wait on them. 

38 "Whether he comes in the second watch, or even in the third, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 39 "But be 
sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have allowed 
his house to be broken into. 40 "You too, be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour that you do not expect."

The language of being “dressed” stresses a readiness.  In the story from Luke 12, the servant is dressed as a servant, ready to 
serve the master at his coming. In Revelation 16’s context perhaps the “dressed”  language is for a soldier waiting for the 
battle.  If you know a thief is coming, you don’t lay in bed with your PJ’s on.  You are up, dressed, lights on and eyes open to 
ensure that the thief can’t steal from you.  Christ’s word here to his church is to keep your eyes open, stay alert and stay ready 
to obey - and those who do, will be blessed.

Revelation 16:17-21 - Seventh Bowl: “poured out upon the air”. Result: loud voice from the throne saying “it is done” (v. 17). 
Lightning, thunder and a great earthquake unlike any the world has known (v. 18). The “great city” (Babylon? Jerusalem?) is 
split in three and the nations of the earth fell (v. 19).  The islands fled and mountains were not found (v. 20).  Finally huge 
hailstones (100lbs each) fall and crush humans (v. 21)

Egyptian Connection: Seventh Plage: Thunder and flashing hail which destroyed animals and humans.

This final bowl describes a cataclysmic shaking of the literal foundations of the earth as well as a shaking of the human 
institutions (kingdoms, cities, etc) that have been built on pride, evil and sin.  The creation itself is fleeing away from the 
awesome and terrifying wrath of its creator.  But the centerpiece of God’s original creation, humankind cannot escape.  
Earthquakes and hail in particular are not avoided.  The tallest and strongest building on earth cannot withstand an 
earthquake that splits open the earth.  Hail falling is unpredictable, you can’t dodge hailstones, and you cannot survive their 
strike when they are 100lbs in weight.  As these things happen to the earth, humanity will die, filled with anger towards and 
blasphemy against God.

This is the wrath of God.

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/

